
Looking Back
Way back in 1980, I wrote a book called 'Towards The Dawn'. It was the beginning of a new phase of Ministry. Monica
and I had had a long Ministry in the East End of London where we had seen a remarkable turnaround in the churches
we served. We had founded the 'Newham Community Renewal Programme' which coordinated the outreach work of
a large group of churches. It was the early days of the charismatic movement and we were having 1,000 people on a
Saturday night to "Prayer Praise and Healing" meetings and we were seeing dramatic conversions with many young
people coming to the Lord through our community outreach programmes.
The work became quite well-known and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Donald Coggan, sent his Secretary for Evangelism, Canon
John Poulton, to visit us and ask if we would leave the East End and come to organise a similar programme on a national basis.
This was a great shock as we thought we would remain in the East End of London for the rest of our lives. It took two years of
negotiations before we finally agreed to a joint appointment. I was to be responsible for a national outreach in Evangelism and
Monica was to initiate a new movement in Church Growth, all under the auspices of the Evangelical Alliance.

Monica did very well: she founded and led the British Church Growth Association for 25 years, but I was a fish out of water. I
enjoyed speaking at meetings around the country but I hated the world of ecclesiastical politics into which I was plunged,
especially the meetings in Lambeth Palace where church leaders from different traditions were in continual conflict. I only lasted
three years: I went back into the pastoral ministry in 1982 at St Mark's Kennington. But during our time at the EA, Monica and I
did manage to organise a great 'Congress on Evangelism' at Prestatyn which combined with Spring Harvest in 1980. That was the
year I published 'Towards The Dawn' marking my first tentative steps into the field of understanding the times in which we are
living in a biblical context.

Moving On
The next milestone was the founding of Prophecy Today in 1985 which rapidly became the Christian magazine with the largest
circulation in the country. Ten years later we moved to Moggerhanger Park. We brought all our Ministries together at The Park,
PWM, Prophecy Today, the British Church Growth Association, the Centre for Contemporary Ministry, the Centre for Biblical and
Hebraic studies and Harvest Vision. As the Ministries expanded we added Pardes, the Family Matters Institute, the Christian
Workplace Forum, and the Thornton Institute. Since the 1980s we had been linked with the Lords and Commons Family and
Child Protection Group. I was their research coordinator and I directed and published a number of reports such as "The Cost of
Family Breakdown" which is still quoted in Parliament.

We went to Moggerhanger with a vision for founding a community of believers with the objective of having a place of prayer
and teaching the word of God where people could come to seek the Face of the Lord. It was to be a serving, sharing community,
where all were of equal status and all decisions were taken through prayer with the whole community working together in love
and unity. It was also to be a group living and working together on kingdom principles and demonstrating the practicality of
kingdom economics. 

For a number of years it was very successful. The community grew rapidly with large numbers of the public coming to visit the
house and many unsolicited testimonies of "feeling something special" as soon as they came onto the estate. We had a team of
50 volunteers including a large number of guides who took parties around the house and grounds twice every day and we
rejoiced in the multitude of opportunities for sharing the gospel with them as people always asked two questions: "Who used to
live here?" And "What are you doing with it now?"

We used to tell the story of the Thorntons, cousins of William Wilberforce, who lived at Moggerhanger in the eighteenth century
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and their links with the Clapham Sect and their great service to the world in leading the struggle to abolish slavery. At lunch times
the tea rooms used to be crowded with members of the public who filled numerous visitors' books with glowing testimonies of
the hospitality offered by the house. Now all the original trustees have gone, the community has scattered, and the house is being
run on very different lines from its foundation as a Christian Ministry centre. Many people have said that the house is a
microcosm of the nation.

The Current Move 
So, 20 years on, we are moving to a rented office in Sandy less than 2 miles from Moggerhanger and we are looking forward to a
new phase in Ministry. We take with us many wonderful memories of the great things that God did at Moggerhanger and the
many lives that were transformed by his loving presence in a vibrant community of believers who put their trust in the Lord. It is
these positive memories that we are holding onto; while at the same time we are trusting the Lord for his healing for those who
were hurt by the changes introduced into the house.

We have kept notes of the special times of blessing at Moggerhanger as well as records of the difficult times which we hope to
publish one day in a way that will be helpful to the body of believers. If you have memories of Moggerhanger Park that you would
like to send that we could add to our own we would love to hear from you.

We went into the house together with one of our Ministry Advisers one day last week and we spent a time of prayer together
remembering before the Lord the vision he gave to us at the beginning and asking for forgiveness for any errors in our leadership
and our inability effectively to communicate the biblical teaching of kingdom principles that we sought to establish at
Moggerhanger. We particularly prayed future blessings upon the house that in due time the vision will be picked up by others and
eventually be fulfilled. We believe that when the Lord gives a vision he will always fulfil it, for he says "So is my word that goes out
from my mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it"
(Isaiah 55.11).

We leave Moggerhanger Park with mixed memories but a hope for the future: believing that what we have not been able to
achieve, the Lord will bring to pass in his own time.

Looking Forward in Hope
We now move on into what we believe will be a new and even more fruitful period of Ministry at a critical time in the history of
the nation. If ever there was a day when the word of the Lord is needed to be heard in Britain it is surely today when the word of
God is despised: the whole institutional structure of the church is crumbling, the secular humanists are rampant and our
Members of Parliament are considering legalising the termination of life for the sick and elderly which is even being supported by
a former Archbishop of Canterbury!  May God have mercy upon our nation that has wilfully and deliberately forsaken the word of
the Lord.

Some two years ago the Lord said to us, "Teach my people to live in Babylon". Since then we have been doing a great deal of
reading and research looking at what happened to the Jews in Babylon during the exile in the time of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Some
of this has been aided by the recent discovery of about 100 clay tablets at a place called Al-Yahudu "Village of Judea", in modern-
day Iraq, near Birs Nimrud (ancient Borsippa), located about 100kilometres southwest of Baghdad which is where the people
from Jerusalem were settled by the Babylonians.  The clay tablets are on display in the "By the Rivers of Babylon" exhibition in the
Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem. (Most of them have not yet been translated and published)

We have made some quite startling discoveries which we will be publishing in the book "Living in Babylon" later in the year. Some
of these discoveries we have written in a paper in collaboration with David Noakes and Clifford Denton. This will be an Issachar
Ministries Discussion Paper which we intend sharing with a number of biblical scholars - particularly Messianic leaders. Our own
trustees have not yet seen this paper but if you would like a copy, especially for sharing in prayer and Bible study groups, we will
be happy to send it to you when we have had some feedback from Messianic leaders.

Monica and I want to thank you for your love and support at this time of change in our lives. Please continue to uphold us in
prayer that the strength of the Lord goes with us and that He always directs our ways.

With our love in the Lord Jesus
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